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On Feb. 26, in statements released to the media, Foreign Minister Manuel Pacas and military
spokespersons said rebels abducted two United Nations employees and an Organization of
American States (OAS) official during a brief rebel incursion into wealthy neighborhoods in
northern San Salvador and subsequent firefight with soldiers. In a telephone interview with a local
radio station the following day, FMLN spokesperson Salvador Samayoa said that no kidnappings
nor hostage taking occurred. According to Samayoa, rebels spent five to six hours in several
homes in a residential area of the capital, and then withdrew in an orderly fashion. Residents of
the neighborhood told Notimex that the rebels and the three officials moved from one residence
to another. The witnesses said they did not know whether the officials were abducted. Samayoa
said rebel operations in an industrial complex in western El Salvador were meant to inform the
government and the military hierarchy that if they escalate military actions, the FMLN will respond
in kind. He added, "Government troop units are carrying out operations in areas we control...In the
context of this invasion into our territory, the FMLN is responding by moving into areas controlled
by the military." (Basic data from Notimex, 02/27/91)
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